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What role does “recovery” play in literary studies?

“The concept of recovery has been essential to the study of 
literary history during the past several decades, and it has been 
key to the field’s ongoing development beyond the white, male 
canon. Recovery generally refers to seeking out previously 
understudied texts and making them more widely available for 
research and teaching. The importance of recovered texts to the 
study of white women writers and writing by nonwhite people 
cannot be understated” (18). 

Brigitte Fielder in "Recovery." American Periodicals: A Journal of 
History & Criticism, vol. 30 no. 1, 2020, p. 18-21.



Phillis Wheatley Peters & Charles F. Heartman



PWP, Heartman, Schomburg, Dunbar-Nelson





Archives and Memory-Making

“Archives . . . engage in the process of memory 
preservation and the creation of narratives through 
documentation of historical records” (1). 

Mason Jones, “Selective Memory: Assessing Conventions of Memory in 
Archival Literature.”





For more on the importance of the collector 
role and on Heartman’s life 

Gary Donaldson, 
“The Career of 
Charles F. Heartman
And the Tradition of 
Collecting 
Americana.” The 
Papers of the 
Bibliographical 
Society of America. 
84.1 (1990): 
377-96.



Three Heartman-Made Publications on PWP in 1915:
AAS Holds a Copy of Each; Each Links to Literacy Networks
Each Thereby Illustrates Operations of Material Memory

• Phillis Wheatley (Phillis Peters): A Critical Attempt and a Bibliography 
of Her Writings. 

• Six Broadsides Relating to Phillis Wheatley (Phillis Peters), with 
Portrait and Facsimile of Her Handwriting. 

• Phillis Wheatley (Phillis Peters): Poems and Letters. First Collected 
Edition. With an Appreciation by Arthur A. Schomburg.



Charles Crawford’s Observations Upon Negro Slavery (1784)

Ignatius Sancho from Wikimedia Commons

“an instance of genius among Negroes” (21) 

Crawford on Wheatley

Reprints two poems:
“To the University of Cambridge, 
In New England”
“To a Clergyman, on the death of 
his Wife”

Praises her “great talents” and 
the “Considerable merits” of her 
“admirable” verse













Including Jupiter Hammon’s 
poetic “Address to Miss 
Phillis Wheatley, Ethiopian 
Poetess….” affirms Wheatley 
Peters’s connections 
to broader African and 
African American literary and 
literacy networks of textual 
exchange.





Heartman’s Continued Support of Black Literacy Networks:
Editor-Publisher of Schomburg’s American Negro Poetry (a Bibliography)

Six-page listing 
from Heartman’s 
bibliography 
of PWP works



Heartman’s + Schomburg’s Support of Black 
Women’s Literary + Literacy Networks
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